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JOURNEY
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INTO
NORTH   WALES,
IN
THE   YEAR   1774'.
TUESDAY, JULY 5.
WE left Streatham n a.m. Price of four horses 2s. a mile.
1 Bosvvell, briefly mentioning the tour which Johnson made to Wales in the year 1774 with Mr. and Mrs Thrale, says:—' I do not find that he kept any journal or notes of what he saw there ' {and', ii. 326). A journal had been kept however, which in 1816 was edited snd published by Mr. Duppa. Mrs. Piozzi, writing in October of that year, says that three years earlier she had been shewn the MS. by a Mr. White, and that it was genuine. 'The gentleman who possessed it seemed shy of letting me read the whole, and did not, as it appeared, like being asked how it came into his hands.' Hayward's Piosai, ii. 177. According to Mr. Croker (Croker's Boswcll, p. 415) ' it was preserved by Johnson's servant, Barber. How it escaped Boswell's research is not known.' A fragment of Johnson's Annals, also preserved by Barber, had in like manner never been seen by Boswcll; ante, i. 40, note 5. The editor of these Annals says (Preface, p. v) :—' Francis Barber, unwilling that all the MSS. of his illustrious master should be utterly lost, preserved these relicks from the flames. By purchase from Barber's widow they came into- the possession of the editor.' It
JULY 6.
'Ik, though he did not care to refer directly to his anonymous critic. This explanation I discovered too late to insert in the text.
